The rapid progress of life sciences has created a situation in which young people who wish to study medicine are facing a difficult task. Every subject seems to be infinitely complex, and staggering achievements are ahead of us. Further,  the fundamental situation is an encounter between two people - the patient and the doctor. This career is a challenge that I wish to dedicate my life to. 
 My enthusiasm originates not only from an interest in science, but also from many encounters with sick people during my work experience. As a volunteer, I worked in a care home where every patient had his own story to tell. By then I already knew that I wanted to study medicine, but I was only interested in its scientific aspect. However, before proceeding with an "objective examination", the doctor listens to a story from the past, just as I did. With a skillful word, the doctor helps to bring to light some knowledge that is a piece of history, so that the patient feels that someone, maybe for the very first time, is truly interested in his misfortunes.
 Then there came the experience of observation at an internal medicine ward, where I learned that success in medicine is most often achieved by sound teamwork. Fascinated with scientific research, I decided to embark on a project of my own. I investigated the impact of water cluster structure on the freshness retention and growth of plants. The experiment put both my patience and academic integrity to the test since I managed to verify my hypothesis only partly. The prolongation of flower freshness was rather spectacular, whereas the rate of their growth did not seem to have been accelerated. I truthfully presented the outcome and my work was awarded a commendation as one of the best in Poland in a nationwide contest in Biology. I also put my interest in science into practice in the field of chemistry by helping my grandfather, who is a chemical engineer, but who is currently suffering from Parkinson's disease. For over two years I have been helping him and rewriting his articles for specialist publications. This work contributed vastly to my knowledge of publishing scientific texts and taught me to treat sick people with respect and consideration.
My ability to speak several foreign languages, including fluency in English and French as well as a working knowledge of German and Latin, enables me to become acquainted with the latest scientific news by reading it directly in foreign journals. Only recently, from my first salary, I have subscribed to "Nature". 

For the last few years I have been training in dressage under the instruction of Andrzej Salacki, who performed in front of Queen Elisabeth II. This sport has taught me how to deal with stressful situations. This year at Poland's National Cup in Side-Saddle Riding I won second place. I have always been inclined to select the most demanding option. My parents presented me with a lot of freedom, which soon resulted in myself becoming my own most exacting supervisor. I treat my failures as an opportunity for self-improvement. Illness prevented me from doing my best during final exams, but I did not give up. During my gap year I intended to study hard to improve my grades and worked as a volunteer at a nursing home. The ability to focus on a target and persistence in one's efforts to meet it are  features which I consider especially important in the work of both a physician and a researcher.
 Thanks to work experience and growing up in the family of physicians I am aware of what this career involves. It is strenuous and often unrewarding. Nevertheless, medical science is a formidable challenge as its target is located beyond us, in another ailing person. I am fascinated by the age-old continuity of medicine, which derives its high standing from its permanent place on the border between life and death. I believe that anyone who has seen the extraordinary expression of relief in the eyes of a recovering person will understand the beauty of this profession. 

